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It is clear to me that the status quo 

immigration policy will not control 
the threat, and I am thankful that 
President Trump is using his office to 
reverse the madness that preceded him. 

America’s war against terror should 
never invoke partisan revolt. We, as 
members of the people’s House, must 
recognize that the American people are 
not willing to accept radical Islamic 
terror within our borders—from immi-
grants or anyone else—as a fact of 
American life. 

President Trump’s executive order 
for a short-term ban on entry from 
countries that are known to foster 
jihadists, combined with a systematic 
review of our immigration and vetting 
procedures is both necessary and rea-
sonable. 

Madam Speaker, the time for weak-
ness has passed. Now is the time for 
strength and courage. Now is the time 
to reform our border control and immi-
gration policies. 

President Trump’s order is not a be-
trayal of American values. His actions 
inspire hope to the millions of Ameri-
cans who have watched our Nation de-
cline over the past decade, watched 
helplessly, as radical Islamic horror 
has gripped the world and, unbeliev-
ably, been allowed into our own Nation 
with wanton disregard. 

Now is the time for America to em-
brace its rightful place as leader of the 
free world. The President’s executive 
order to strengthen our immigration 
policies are reflective of the timeless 
wisdom of peace through strength. It 
protects the American citizenry, pre-
serves American values, reassures 
America’s allies, and ensures America’s 
future. 
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STAND UP AGAINST EXECUTIVE 
ORDER ON IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, this 
Sunday I was out on the road amongst 
my constituents when at about mid-
day, I started to get panicked emails 
from the doctors of Yale New Haven 
Hospital because one of their own, 
Tarek Alasil, an ophthalmologist of 
Syrian dissent, an ophthalmologist 
who has made his home here in the 
United States, who has U.S. citizen 
children, who has his family in New 
Haven, had been detained in the Carib-
bean in the Bahamas. 

He had been in the Caribbean doing 
cataract surgery for people who might 
otherwise not have access to the sur-
gery that might allow them to see 
again; stepping forward, as all that we 
think is best about a country that was 
founded and strengthened by immi-
grants abroad, doing God’s work as an 
ambassador—informal, though, he may 
have been—that America is a good and 
decent place. 

But he was detained and sat there in 
the Bahamas detained by the customs 
and border patrol, wondering if he 

would ever see his family again, won-
dering if he might ever become the 
United States citizen that he hoped to 
be, wondering if he was going to get 
sent back to his native city of Aleppo, 
which now is a smoking ruin. 

Of course, we hear story after story 
like that. The worst I heard was an el-
derly lady in her eighties, Hamidyah Al 
Saeedi. Hamidyah Al Saeedi has a son 
who is a sergeant in the 82nd Airborne. 
She hadn’t seen Sergeant Al Saeedi for 
5 years, and she was on her way to the 
United States to see her son, a ser-
geant in the United States Army, for 
the first time in 5 years. 

She spent 33 hours in detention; some 
of those hours handcuffed—this mother 
of an 82nd Airborne soldier—because of 
the actions of Donald Trump. 

She thought she was going to be de-
ported. She was told she would be de-
ported. Thank God she wasn’t, this 
mother of an 82nd Airborne soldier. 

Madam Speaker, I serve on the Intel-
ligence Committee and have for some 4 
years. I know a little something about 
national security, and the executive 
order signed by President Trump on 
Saturday is not only about national se-
curity, it is profoundly dangerous to 
the security of this country because it 
gives our enemies a logic to say the 
United States is bigoted; it is anti- 
Muslim; and it does not stand for its 
principles. 

What is this executive order? 
It is a travesty. It is dangerous secu-

rity theater. It is a knife in the heart 
of the values that founded this coun-
try. What it is most assuredly not is a 
mechanism to keep us safer. 

It opens with a preamble on 9/11—a 
devastating day for all of us. Yet, not 
one of the countries that produced the 
9/11 hijackers is on the list of countries 
affected by this order. 

How do you explain that? 
All over the world right now radical 

Muslims are saying: We told you so. 
And we are hearing this from our 

generals. We are hearing this from our 
national security experts; not one of 
whom has stood up and said that this is 
a good idea which will keep us safer. 

It comes at a huge cost to our coun-
try. The costs to our values that we are 
a decent country are incalculable and 
we will be bearing them for a long 
time. 

We are the Congress of the United 
States. We are the House of Represent-
atives. We are the people’s House. Arti-
cle I of the Constitution—now is the 
time to stand up against this madness. 
I plead with my Republican colleagues: 
Now is the time to stand up for na-
tional security, for safety, and for the 
values enshrined by the Constitution 
to which we all pledged an oath. 

I understand I am a Democrat, so 
maybe I don’t have that much credi-
bility with my Republican colleagues. 
Let me quote to you what Eliot Cohen, 
noted conservative, national security 
strategist, former State Department 
official said: ‘‘Either you stand up for 
your principles and for what you know 

is decent behavior, or you go down, if 
not now, then years from now, as a 
coward or opportunist. Your reputation 
will never recover, nor should it.’’ 

History is staring us in the face right 
now. It doesn’t happen very often, but 
it is staring us in the face right now. 
And when history stares you in the 
face, that is not a gaze that wavers. It 
stays for generations. And how you re-
spond to that gaze and how you behave 
will be the stuff of the stories of your 
children and your grandchildren. 

So now is the time for the Congress 
of the United States to stand up to the 
bigotry, to the national security the-
ater, to the destruction of our values, 
with legislation that reverses this trav-
esty of a decision that we saw this 
weekend. 
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SURVIVOR TINA FRUNDT—FIGHTS 
THE HUMAN TRAFFICKERS AND 
RESCUES VICTIMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
she was a 14-year-old girl when she was 
forced into sex trafficking. Her name is 
Tina Frundt. 

Like so many other trafficking vic-
tims, she was lured away from the safe-
ty of her home—a home nearby to this 
United States Capitol—and she was 
lured away by a man she thought she 
knew, and she trusted him. 

He sweet-talked her and promised her 
a perfect life somewhere far away. He 
was a smooth-talking, slick con artist, 
tempting her with gifts and affection 
just to get her into the slave trade. 

Her blissful, happy, and trusting 
world view all came crashing down 
when she found herself in a dark motel 
room surrounded by unfamiliar men in 
an unfamiliar city. 

The trafficker forced her to have sex 
with the men for money. When she re-
fused to have sex, the men just raped 
her. They stole her dignity, her self-re-
spect, and her happy spirit. 
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Tina had become a slave on the mar-
ketplace of sex trafficking. These dis-
gusting predators used the innocence of 
children to force them into the horrific 
life of sex trafficking. Most cannot 
imagine the depths of the suffering and 
abuse Tina suffered during the next 
year. She was forced to have sex with 
over 18 men a day. When she fell short 
of the mandatory $500 daily quota, she 
was beaten and beaten and humiliated. 
Her life consisted of cigarette burns, 
broken arms, broken fingers, and in-
timidation. Tina was arrested, treated 
as a delinquent, and was shuttled from 
one jailhouse to another. 

Tina and other victims of human 
trafficking are victims of crime—they 
are not criminals; they are not juvenile 
prostitutes. Under the law, juveniles 
cannot commit the crime of prostitu-
tion. These victims do not belong in 
the criminal justice system. It is the 
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